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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN SOUTH THAILAND 

1. THE EOLLOWING IS COMPILED EROM CONSUL SONGKHLA'S 

REPORTING ON VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN THAILAND'S SOUTHERN PROVINCES. 

2. NUMBERS AND LOCATIONS; AS OE MAY 16 THERE WERE 

740 VIETNAMESE REEUGEES IN THE SONGKHLA CONSULAR DISTRICT. 

THE TWO LARGEST CONCENTRATIONS OE REEUGEES ARE IN 
SONGKHLA (525) AND CHUMPHON PROVINCE (180). 

3. RTG POLICY TOWARDS REEUGEES: CHALO WANNAPUTI, UNDER 
SECRETARY OE STATE, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MOI) ISSUED 
ORDERS MAY 9 THAT CONSTITUTE INSTRUCTIONS TO RTG 
OEFICIALS ON THE VIETNAMESE REEUGEE QUESTION. THESE 
ORDERS INSTRUCT RTG OEFICIALS TO: 

— SEIZE ANY WEAPONS 

— OFEER HUMANITARIAN AID AS NECESSARY. 

— SEND THE REFUGEES ON WITHIN SEVEN DAYS. 

— IF A REFUGEE ASKS EOR HELP FROM THE USG, INEORM 
THEM THAT THE USG WILL NOT ASSIST. 

4. IMPLEMENTATION OE RTG POLICY: THE IMPLEMENTATION 
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LOCAL OFFICIALS IN PATTANI PROVINCE SET OVER 350 
VIETNAMESE BACK UPON THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ON MAY II. 

SOME OE THE BOATS SAILED EOR SONGKHLA WHILE OTHERS 
HEADED SOUTH EOR MALAYSIA. OEEICIALS IN SONGKHLA 
PROVINCE, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE NOT IMPLEMENTING MOI 
INSTRUCTIONS AND ARE KEEPING REEUGEES AT THE 
SONGKHLA NAVAL STATION. 

5. COMPOSITION OE REEUGEES: A CATHOLICMISSIONARY 
IN SONGKHLA 

IDENTIEIED ABOUT 150 OE THE REFUGEES AT THE 
SONGKHLA NAVAL STATION AS CATHOLICS. OF THESE ABOUT 
60 PERCENT ARE MALE, MOSTLY HEADS OE EAMILIES WITHOUT 
DEPENDENTS. IN MANY OF THESE CASES THE USG AIRLIFT 
REMOVED THE FAMILIES EROM DANGER AND THE HEAD OE EAMILY 
WENT BACK TO HIS lOB ASSUMING HE HAD TIME TO CATCH THE 
LAST FLIGHTS. THE MISSIONARY DELIVERED A LETTER TO THE 
CONSULATE EROM MAJOR HOANG EIEN, 101 INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION UNIT, EOR ONWARD TRANSMISSION TO HIS WIEE 
NGUYEN THI LIEN, EVACUATED TO GUAM ON APRIL 25. 

THERE IS AN UNDETERMINED NUMBER OE OTHER HIGH RISK 
REFUGEES AND EORMER USG EMPLOYEES IN THE SONGKHLA 
CAMP. 

6. THE NATIONALIST CHINESE RESPONSE: THE ROC CONSUL 
GENERAL IN SONGKHLA IS APPARENTLY MAKING ARRANGEMENTS 
TO MOVE SOME 70 REEUGEES WITH RELATIVES IN TAIWAN. 

HE SAID THAT PERHAPS ANOTHER 70 MIGHT QUALITY TO GO, 

BUT HIS BANGKOK EMBASSY HAS NOT ANSWERED HIS INITIAL 
QUERIES. 

7. ATMOSPHERICS: THE LOCAL CATHOLIC PRIEST IN 
SONGKHLA DESCRIBED THE MORALE IN THE CAMP AS STILL GOOD 
BUT THAT PEOPLE WERE BEGINNING TO EEAR THAT THE RTG WOULD 
SEND THEM BACK TO VIETNAM. CONSUL SONGKHLA IS 

EORWARDING PETITIONS EROM VIETNAMESE WHO REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
UNITED STATES WILL NOT ASSIST THEM IN THEIR HOUR OE NEED. 
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